
[image: image1]
World Mental Health Day





This year, the World Mental Health Foundation celebrates its 70th year, and at Firthmoor Primary, we will be supporting the charity ‘Young Minds’ on Thursday 10th October, which is World Mental Health Day.  We will be following the Young Minds theme for the day which is ‘#HelloYellow!’


We will be holding an assembly to make the children aware of Mental Health, and will also talk about the importance of being healthy in mind as well as body. 





Upcoming Date Reminders





Thursday 24th October – children break up for October Half Term holiday


Friday 25th October – PD Day for staff (no children in school)


Monday 4th November – school re-opens at 8.55am


Friday 20th December – break up for Christmas holiday


Monday 6th January 2020 – school re-opens at 8.55am





Firthmoor School Council


Pupils voted for who they would like to be see become part of our School Council for the academic year 2019/2020.  Part of the role of being a School Councillor involves meeting with school staff and being involved in some of the brain-storming and decision making relating to issues such as playground equipment, menu choices, fundraising events and extra-curricular clubs. In their classes, children ‘hustled’ to their peers the reason they thought they’d ‘cut the mustard’ as a School Councillor to win their votes.  Teachers, prior to voting, had taught their pupils about polling stations, ballot papers and democracy/our democratic society. Children then completed ballot papers indicating who they would like to see become a member of our School Council.  





The school council is now formed of pupils from Years 1 to 6, and we congratulate Nevaeh/Isaac (Y1), Stevie/Lucas (Y2), Frankie (Y3), Logan/Nathan (Y4), Charlotte/Piper (Y5), Lainey/Jade/Alisha/Megan (Y6) who were all appointed to the School Council and will meet regularly with Mrs Kilpatrick to give their views and ideas. 











Maidendale Community Walk





Sarah Barton from ‘Discover Brightwater’ visited our school to launch our Community Walk Project. This is an exciting opportunity for our children in Year 2 to Year 6, who will soon be visiting the Maidendale Nature Reserve to collect research about the area. The classes will be developing their skills in History, Geography, Science and Art throughout the project which will help us create a map and information leaflet.








 Mini Medics





We have introduced basic first aid workshops for children within our school.  Every young person is capable of helping in an emergency situation if given the correct training, and they will be able to use the skills learned for the rest of their lives, to ultimately save lives! We arranged for Langton Medical Training to come into school to deliver the basic first aid workshop to the children. The workshop was fun, informative, and of course, age appropriate, using mannequins and other training equipment. During the workshop, the children were taught the essentials such as basic life support, dealing with choking, dealing with bleeding, dialling 999 and much more.
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Free football pass


We have available a complimentary pass to allow one adult and one child into each Darlington FC home game.


The next home game is at Blackwell Meadows on Saturday 12th October – 3pm kick-off.


The pass is available on a first-come-first-served basis from the school office.





Cross Country





A team of 25 children from Year 3 to Year 6 went to Eastbourne Sports Complex to compete in the annual town cross country competition. Despite all the recent bad weather, the course around the field was good. The children were very enthusiastic and were determined to do their best.  





Every child who raced completed the course and they all showed a lot of self-belief and resilience.





A particular mention goes to Ellis (Y6) who came 10th overall and will now race as part of the Darlington Schools Team at the Tees Valley final, and also to Violet (Y5) who came 18th out of 100 children in her race.





Well done!





Liz Million – Artist and Illustrator


Some children had an exciting visit from local artist and illustrator Liz Million.  Liz was born and brought up in Darlington, where she now resides with her family after spending time in Surrey at University and Brighton for work.


Liz has illustrated books for the famous Walker Books brand and also written and illustrated her own books, including well-known stories such as Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Be Quiet Belinda.


Visit Liz’s website to see some of her work.  You can even buy her books there if you wish.





After-school clubs


Our after-school Clubs are now well underway once again.


The children are enjoying taking part in clubs such as 1 to 1 Maths tuition, Reading, Football, Lego, Art & Craft, Fitness Fun, Digital Photography and Games Clubs.





KS1 & KS2 information sessions


Many thanks to those who attended our recent information sharing sessions.    Parents/carers are reminded that we place lots of up-to-date information on our website as well as photographs of recent events. It is a great, simple way to keep abreast of what’s going on at the school. The website address is at the top of this page in blue text.











